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CHANGE IN DOAC MONITORING RECOMMENDATION FREQUENCY 
NICE CKS guidance has changed from recommending at least 6 monthly monitoring of 
DOACs if the person is frail or older than 75 years to now recommending at least 4 
monthly monitoring in this patient group. Nottinghamshire APC guidance for AF and 
DVT/PE will shortly be updated to reflect this change and OptimiseRx messages will be 
brought in line with the latest guidance. 
 

Please note that the guidance advises more frequent monitoring in renal impairment or 
intercurrent illness that may impact renal or hepatic function. 
 
 
 
NEW STANDARDISED ELECTRONIC DIRECTION TO ADMINISTER FORMS  
Standardised electronic forms will be replacing all the existing Direction to Administer 

forms across Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. These will be launched on the 9th June 
2025. 
 
For more information about the process and implementation, please visit the Nottingham 
APC website as per the following link: Direction to Administer 
Resources include: 

• Direction to administer guidance - outlines the purpose, rationale and validity of 

the different forms. 
• Webinar recording – A webinar explaining the background, context and 

implementation of the project. 
• Direction to administer SystmOne and EMIS practices videos – essential viewing 

on the types of forms, the process and other important points for implementation. 
• Written ‘How to’ guides for SystmOne practices and EMIS.  

 
Any questions, comments or feedback, please contact us: nnicb-nn.medsman@nhs.net 

 
 
 

CAVERJECT® DISCONTINUATION  
Caverject® injection vials are being discontinued and replaced by the generic version: 
alprostadil injection vials 10mcg and 20mcg. Please prescribe vials generically going 
forwards.  

 
Alprostadil injections also come in pre-filled syringes (Caverject®Dual and Viridal® Duo) 
but these are currently experiencing supply problems. The administration method with 
pre-filled syringes is different to that of the vials, so if switching any patients from vial to 
pre-filled syringe, appropriate patient counselling and training is required.  
 
 

 

https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/direction-to-administer/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nottsapc.nhs.uk%2Fmedia%2Fspjmgmg3%2Fdirection-to-administer.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ce.moncrieff%40nhs.net%7C7d195f116a1b42eb7f3708dd99ffb4c2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638836045718930085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uyz2fwiencQWhoJ93BwpP%2BheXYwhMIHSjFpqRRKxaI4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DJ2nwEuy2c4w&data=05%7C02%7Ce.moncrieff%40nhs.net%7C7d195f116a1b42eb7f3708dd99ffb4c2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638836045718943650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4XwmsDxOzFllkZcJrh24%2BCXPJSszl79j%2BUoWgoxC0gc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DhRQoQh-egk4&data=05%7C02%7Ce.moncrieff%40nhs.net%7C7d195f116a1b42eb7f3708dd99ffb4c2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638836045718956435%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gHcFkxyDRB80ZkH5%2BIN6bsVZYWw2q36oifMFSpSgOTc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dzit0spbLiqI&data=05%7C02%7Ce.moncrieff%40nhs.net%7C7d195f116a1b42eb7f3708dd99ffb4c2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638836045718969002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7QpAujRTo1Rb08uGtZoENNa089qp6ejHCIOYEzO4WOQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nottsapc.nhs.uk%2Fmedia%2Fk1wpnb4k%2Fda-systmone-prescriber-and-nurses-guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ce.moncrieff%40nhs.net%7C7d195f116a1b42eb7f3708dd99ffb4c2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638836045718981460%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lzltI8aVwB6xe2AFSnmIqUfsWSpwC8%2F6j6EeFX5A7Z0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nottsapc.nhs.uk%2Fmedia%2Fmvehfopg%2Fda-emis-prescriber-guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ce.moncrieff%40nhs.net%7C7d195f116a1b42eb7f3708dd99ffb4c2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638836045718993911%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=js4YoHhLUjMeOd8D3x44YDAMZZHir%2FXDhQKjyhLr0pQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nnicb-nn.medsman@nhs.net.
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PATIENTS WITH A DOMICILIARY CARE PACKAGE – COMMUNICATION 
BETWEEN GP PRACTIES AND CARE PROVIDERS  
If a patient has been identified as having a domiciliary care package provided by either 
the local authority or a private organisation, it is recommended that the GP practice 
correctly codes this in the patient’s clinical record and establishes the number of visits 
per day the care provider will be attending the patient.  This will enable the GP practice 
to review the patient’s medication needs and help support the care provider to ensure 
medication is given as prescribed. 
 
 

LEARNING FROM PATIENT SAFETY EVENTS (LFPSE)  
Please be reminded that as part of the 2025/26 GP Contract, practices are required to 

have regard to the patient safety strategy and also register for an administrator account 
with the learn from patient safety events service (LFPSE). This is for the purposes of: 
 

• recording patient safety events at the practice about the services delivered by the 
practice, thereby contributing to the national NHS-wide data source to support 
learning, improvement and learning culture. 

• enabling the practice to record patient safety events occurring in other health 
care settings (for instance if a GP practice wished to record an unsafe discharge 
from hospital). 

• individuals recording patient safety events being able to download a copy of the 
record for purposes of supporting appraisal and revalidation. 

 
More information on the LFPSE system and how to register for an account can be found 
here: NHS England » Primary care information on the new national learn from patient 

safety events service 
 
 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE APPLIANCE MANAGEMENT SERVICE (NAMS) EXPLANDS 
TO INCLUDE CARE FOR PAEDIATRIC PATIENTS WITH A TRACHEOSTOMY OR 
LARYNGECTOMY   
NAMS is a commissioned service providing care and prescribing for patients with a 
stoma. In 2023, the service was extended to include patients with a tracheostomy or 

laryngectomy (head and neck stoma), Initially, the head and neck service excluded 
those under 18 years of age (paediatric patients). We are pleased to announce that this 
service now includes paediatric patients. The ICB Medicines Optimisation Team 
will contact practices where they have identified eligible patients. 
 
If you'd like more information about this expanded service, please don't hesitate to 
speak to your ICB Medicines Optimisation Pharmacist or Pharmacy Technician. Further 

resources can be found on TeamNet.  
 
 
 

RECEPTIONIST ANTIBIOTIC RESOURCE GUIDE  
A guide has been developed to support GP reception staff when responding to queries 
from patients about possible infections. It has been adapted from an All Wales Strategy 

Group guide and provides information on antibiotics and where patients can be 
signposted to locally. It can be found here on the Medicine Optimisation website and also 
on TeamNet 
 
 
 

APC AND INTERFACE UPDATE  
The latest updates from APC can be found on their website here, including the most 
recent APC Bulletin.  

https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/primary-care-patient-safety-strategy/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fpatient-safety%2Fpatient-safety-insight%2Flearning-from-patient-safety-events%2Flearn-from-patient-safety-events-service%2Fprimary-care-information%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ce.moncrieff%40nhs.net%7Cce3a9747982043f96c2f08dd9de7832b%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638840339853587769%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c7TcMau0%2BBGtNdVr33hmF67owvjz%2F86%2FHP%2FuZ3d74o8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fpatient-safety%2Fpatient-safety-insight%2Flearning-from-patient-safety-events%2Flearn-from-patient-safety-events-service%2Fprimary-care-information%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ce.moncrieff%40nhs.net%7Cce3a9747982043f96c2f08dd9de7832b%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638840339853587769%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c7TcMau0%2BBGtNdVr33hmF67owvjz%2F86%2FHP%2FuZ3d74o8%3D&reserved=0
https://teamnet.clarity.co.uk/Announcements/ViewItem/f7fdada2-b9a7-4569-8c5f-b2e600af1c02
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nottinghamshiremedicinesmanagement.nhs.uk%2Fmedicines-governance-and-safety%2Fprimary-care-mso-resources%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ce.moncrieff%40nhs.net%7Ce8c7a8e58c6d41c0e22708dda1b210c5%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638844508340017820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FWskUungVuuwI0d6oij6hK12CLwv32HJtni%2FvElUEP0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/publications/
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/gHCSpuKrzGA7VmpH?ref=email

